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TV HEIGdT / Held,

[In pursuance to the UGC's earlier letters of even number dated 08.03.2024 and 12.07.2022. this
communication serves to reiterate the Commission’s commitment to promoting inclusivity and
accessibility within Higher Education Institutions.

As you arc aware. the Government of India launched a flagship programme in 2015, widely known
as Accessible India Campaign (Sugamyva Bharat Abhivan). which aims to ensure barrier-free access
for persons with disabilities across the built environment. information technology. and transportation.
The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 further emphasizes inclusive and technology-cnabled
education, ensuring cquity and access for all. including Divyang students.

To support this vision, the Ministry of Education has notified the Accessibility Guidelines and
Standards for Higher Education Institutions and Universities through [E-Gazcette (copy enclosed).
These guidelines arc designed to improve infrastructure. curriculum. and learning processes in Higher
I-ducation Institutions (HIEIs) to make them accessible and inclusive for students with disabilitics.

All the HEIs are advised to take necessary steps to ensure full compliance of the aforesaid Gazette
notification. The above guidelines arc available on the UGC website. Your cooperation will
contribute significantly to inclusive cducation and support the goals of NEP 2020 and the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act. 2016.
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https://www.ugc.gov.in/pdfnews/6658782_Letter-Implementation-of-Accessibility-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.ugc.gov.in/pdfnews/2853335_letter_Accessibility_Guidelines.pdf
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
(Department of Higher Education)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 19th January, 2024

F. No. N-11018/01/2024.—CDN, Whereas Section 40 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016 envisages that the Central Government shall, in consultation with the Chief Commissioner,
formulate rules for persons with disabilities laying down the standards of accessibility for the physical
environment, transportation, information and communications, including appropriate technologies and
systems, and other facilities and services provided to the public in urban and rural areas.

And Whereas, University Grants Commission (UGC) released ‘Accessibility Guidelines and
Standards for Higher Education Institutions and Universities” which was prepared under the supervision
of Expert Committee constituted for the purpose after detailed public consultation including consultation
with Chief Commissioner of Persons with Disabilities.

Now, therefore, Ministry of Education hereby notifies the ‘Accessibility Guidelines and Standards
for Higher Education Institutions and Universities’ and the same is available via link https:/
www.ugc.gov.in/pdfnews/8572354 Final-Accessibility-Guidelines.pdf.

RINA SONOWAL KOULL, Jt. Secy.
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