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Celebrating the start of a new year, I wish all our readers a ‘merry
time’. I hope the previous year ended with all your wishes being ful-
filled, since rumor has it that Santa Claus accomplishes this particular
task with exceptional finesse.

Being part of the editorial team of a magazine, I cannot help but notice
how the whole business of writing has changed over the past decades
and centuries. It was over 400 years ago, in 1611 that the first version
of the King James Bible was published. The work for the Bible being
already started in 1604, it took the translators over six years to com-
plete their work. In today’s modern world, writing, editing and publish-
ing on paper has lost its prominence, being overtaken completely by the
digital press. Although, it can be argued that we are doing nature a big
favor by considerably slowing down the rate of rainforest destruction,
nevertheless, the era of paper press will soon come to a close, and we
would be the last generation to benefit from it.

But until such time comes, we shall continue to print Maritimes in
paper and have it ready for your reading. The theme for this issue as is
evident is ‘Christmas and New Year’. Included in the edition is infor-
mation on the Global MET Conference that took place at TMI, a knowl-
edgeable case study by Cmdr. H. A. Gokhale, interview of Mr. Arun O.
Mahajan, a whole page of information on Christmas that you might not
know and a whole new ‘What Next?’. I sincerely hope you enjoy read-
ing this edition.

-Aniruddh Rao
Editor
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Cargo Loading - Always a Battle Of Wits |
‘ ; : As told by Cmdr. HAA. Gokhale

argo operations is a very important duty of a Chief Officer. It is his task to ensure that right amount of cargo is

loaded correctly. It is a sort battle of wits between the stevedores, the port authorities-and the ship when each is

trying to do what is best for itself, which occasionally can run contrary to the interest of the other party. I'had
experienced this truism when my ship had to load concentrates in the ports of Richards Bay and Saldhana Bay in South
Africa. s ;
Loading of concentrates is tough on a ship because of the cargo density, propensity of easy liquification and angle of
repose. These cargoes tend to heap easily creating very high spot-stresses on the tank top. Great care is to be taken to ensure
that such cargoes are loaded evenly in the hold, are correctly trimmed and have valid certificates of “transportable moisture
limit” and “moisture content”. Difficulties were experienced on all these three accounts. The ship had to stand up to the
overbearing Stevedores and Port authorities to ensure compliance with the BC Code which advises that the shipper has to
provide current information of the cargo regarding SF, chemical hazards and history of shifting if any. e

. Ifenough information is not provided for high density cargo, the weight per hatch (in MT) is not to exceed 0. %L
(Length of hold in meters) X B (Average Breadth in meters) X D (Summer Load Draft in Meters) :

« Ifnot trimmed, height of biggest heap from the tank top isnot to exceed 1.1 X D (Summer Load Draftin Meters) X
SF (m’/T) : ~ w0
The ship was a 45,000-tonne handy-max bulk carrier with 6 holds. The ship arrived at Richards Bay (East Coast of South
Africa) to load Rutile sand (high Density non-cohesive) in one hatch and Titanium Sulphate (High density and cohesive) in
three hatches. The ship was then to round the Cape of Good Hope and load Lead and Copper sulphides (High density,
liquefiable) in Saldhana Bay on the western coast. : ; -

Loading at Richards Bay L niy :
On the first day, 5000 tons of Rutile sand was loaded. It is a dry cargo with an angle of repose of 32°. This being an
expensive cargo, used primarily for car paints, loading was attended by representatives of shipper, the consignee and the
port authorities, careful trimming was done with spout and loading met all the criterion of high density cargo loading
described in BC Code. e ; Pl it d
Titanium Sulphates which has a SF = 0.418 M3/Ton was loaded directly from the vertical tube after removing the spouts.
This was done to increase the rate of loading. We requested the shipper, the stevedores and the Port Representative to use
the spout to ensure proper trimming. But they declined, stating that spout would clog up the cargo and affect loading rate.
After the first 2000 tonnes were loaded, I found that the heaps had already reached a height of 4.8m from the tank tojegid
was very close to the BC Code recommended limit of 5.11m. It meant that no more heap loading could be done and any
further cargo had to be properly trimmed by doing ‘spout loading. This, the stevedores refused to do. We forced the
stevedores to suspend loading and asked for the services of a PI club surveyor. On arrival, the surveyor supported the ship's
view. Soon the shipping agentalso supported the ship's view. ; :
The stevedores had to accede to our request, but port authorities were obdurate and warned us of delay at our cost. We did
not subscribe with this view and insisted on ship's safety and forced the use of spouts for loading. The ship had little
ading thereafter, though the stevedores did extract some revenge by doing a shabby job of the trim loading,
t matter much from the point of the ship's safety. o ‘
the stevedores complimented us and informed us that ours was the first ship to have insisted on correct and safe
owner's agent told us that he would recommend this method to other ships in future.

Loadingat Saldhana Ba

The loading of the co a bay went off without a hitch with loading and trimming. But the ship faced a
different problem ] e when he was asked for certificates of “Flow Moisture Point” and “Moisture
content”. A JHF talk (as there were no cell phones in those days), he did geta certificate, but

ode recommends 7 days as the limit). After some more efforts, the agent did

NS
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produce a bonafide certificate. He also mentioned that we were the first ship to ask for such certificates but in future he is
going to ensure that such certificates were made available to the ships.
The ship flnally set sail for the port of Yokkaichiin ]apan

Photo graphlc Cum Vlsual Art Exhlbltlon

Pranjal Jain
In the year 2009, the creative and artistic minds of TMI started the Art Club
under the guidance of Cdr. Sukanta Dasgupta. The continuous effort put up
by the cadets made it possible to conduct the first ever Art exhibition in TMIL
It was held on the 11" and 12* December, 2011 between 0900hrs-1900hrs
outside the Library premises in the Annex building .There were a total of 45
photographs and 40 paintings, including sketches, that were displayed at the
exhibition. Since it was an open event, cadets from all years took part in it
&Husiastically ‘Even faculty members participated in it. Mr. A. Mahajan
played 3 penc11 sketches that he had made many years ago and his
brother-in-law put up 3 acrylic
paintings. Preksha Ramrakhiani,
daughter of Mr. PremKumar
Ramrakhiani, displayed her Resin ,
work. The response shown by the Staff members and cadets can be ad]udged by the fact '
that it started as an Art Exhibition but by the evening of 11", it turned into an Art
Exhibition-cum-Sale event. Principal Dr. B.K.Saxena with Mrs. Saxena, Provost Capt. !
Razdan with Mrs. Razdan, Captlyer, Capt Hirkane visited the Exhibition and thoroughly -
enjoyed the experience. Though every work was a masterpiece in itself, the ones that
gained the mostattention were the photograph titled 'Mariner’, captured by Cdt. Piyush
Sharma, which will now become the front coverof Reflections 2012, the work of Cdt.
Deepu Dalan consisting of 'Sceneary' (soft pastel) and 'Manin Pain' (charcoal) 'Marine
Sketching' by cadet Zeeshan Ali Khan and the photograph 'Spider Trap' by cadet Mohit
Mishra. Cdr. Dasgupta also displayed some of his talented work on Charcoal and Paper
Collage. The event concluded on a very high note giving the much required motivation
and inspiration to the cadets. Cdr. Dasgupta has asked interested cadets to come and be
a part of the Art Club so their talent can be shaped and these types of exhibitions can be
held annually onaregularbasis. i

Fresher's Party

Md. Zeeshan Ali

All first years were charged up for the Fresher's Night. The crowd gathered
in the

, event as cadets of TMI. The environment was brimming
ent and anticipation for some dazzling performances. The

‘ e with many remixes and
intermingl ' g was then performed by a




Maritimes

A conference was condu ed by ¢
Association (Global MET) here at T

MET is an Asia Pac ’
develop and sup’port‘

was Cmde'Ra;ar Vi
with the Governm nt

January ‘12

t?sessmn we had two speakers from the Y- Genera‘ on talkl .
 the expectations of this generation on their learning need "hen MrTapash

| Kr. Ganguli, Dean of National Institute of Construction Management and
1 Research, Pune, spoke about the modern methods of assessment. The
. conference was also attended by Mr. Stephen Goshng and Ms. Faye Turner’

om the Nautical Institute, London who spoke about the modern methods of
aching. Other speakers included Mr. Pooran Chuganl CEO, Board of

| Examination for Seafarers Trust, Capt. Kapll Dev Bahl who conducted the

panel discussion, Cdt. Jannat Bhullar and Cdt. Sagar Bhanti who represented
he cadets of TMI. The panel comprised of. sailing officers and cadets. Finally,
Capt. Rodney Short summed up the conference and read out the draft
prepared after the day’s dlscussmns which is to be presented to the IMO at 1ts

,next gathermg
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‘ about the trainingin Tolani is that, along with the eaching, you
are also introduced to the practical aspect ofthe marine -
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equipment which is important when working onboard. Of course,
you will benefit only if you pay attentlon during your sessions
(laughs).

Sir, how do you spend your free time? Do you have any co
curricular achievements?

~ Yes,Iwas avery good athlete. Being brought up in Sanik School, I was

i ‘ : _ always a good runner. Even in my engineering college I won several

, , : - medals in short and long races. I even captained the college Basket

, ) . halland Foot Ball teams. Also, I am a very good artist. I do pencil

b . sketching in free time. During my sailing period, I developed ataste

, _ofphotography

e Sirifyougetachance torelive yourcarrier. Would you follow the same course?

. Thavenoregrets. For many, itis the moneythat attracts them to this carrier. | had tried for the Indian Navy but couldn't
make it, so I compromised for something in th ,51ster field. While I was preparing for my M.Des (industrial design) for
IIT, Powai, I got a call for merchant navy. I put my artisticambitions aside and agreed to join shipping, but at the back of
my mind [ was always more interested in some artistic courses. However, today, when we have more openlngsﬁ
compared to the goed old tlmes, [ thlnkl Would have inclined with my

artistic side. -

e Sir what do you feel about the exlstence of the universe? Do you
believein God?
It’s only a matter of faith, how much faith do 'you have. There should
always be someone or something that governs your actions in life:
‘God has come into existence to estabhsh control over human belng
It'sonly because of fear and awe thatwe goto God.
Finally, there are a few elements that will certainly give a pay backin
life; ambition, hard work, sincerity, honesty and respect. I believe M
there is nothing as an mtelhgent child' or 'bright child' it is only a
matter of how your brain develops to these concepts. Anybody can
“achieve anything and with the exact amount of these elements put
together success canbe yours

Hard Court Tenms The CM3 Clash

Tushar Ra] .

\ eadly aces, dehcate drop shots, rocketing forehands, sizzling
slices, blood curdling smashes and vintage volleys amazed the
'TMI cadets as the Tennis Tournament '11 prevailed its intense
fever from 7" November '11 to 14" November '11. Being organized by
Intramural Extramural Sports Committee (IESC), the event was an
awesome hit.
Few at TMI would have predicted this scenario a week ago that this |
time again Morarjee and Mudaliar (both all time rivals) would meet at
the finals; but it happened. Taking last year's revenge, Morarjee
outfaced Mudaliar by claiming an impeccable win over all the three
subevents - the Singles, the Doubles and the Mixed Doubles. However,
the journey was not as easy as it may seem, as Master and Cassim
provided extreme resistance to both the aforementioned houses and
made them sweat their way to the finals.
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Being the chief guest Dr San]ay Oheka be towed the cadets with rewards for their heroic performances and the elite ones

were-

Aamir Poonawala (MOR} - Best ingles playe

Hemant Behl and Samanshu Minhas

Aamir Poonawala and Namrata Chaudhati

“I was totally focused and calm; (pauses) 'Go ahead and stay ahead' is my playing strategy - replied Cdt. Aamir on being
asked about his match winning tactics, “an I'll continue to perform well”, he added.

“Inanutshell, the overallhouse standingswere-

1) Morarjee (7 pts.) ‘Z)Mudaliar (5pts.)

Inter House Volleyball Championship

Mridul Gupta
he inter-house Volleyball champlo commenced on 5"
December, 2011 and continued for a whole week. It started with a

. highly spirited match between Cassi ‘house nd Morarjee house.

The matches that followed showcased excellent sportsman spirit, talentand

determination. At the end of league match Cassim house and Master

house advanced to the finals. . “

estDoubles pair
MOR) Best Mixed Doubles pair

asstm (3pts.) 4)Master (1 pt )

Master house. It was an awe 1nsp1r1ng match w h'all the players gave
their hundred percentto make thelrteam the ,' ne fdhftthe Inter House

Cup once agaln

- The post-match ceremony saw prizes being distributed to the players
Dr. D. D. Mundra. The Best Player Award was won by Cdt. Anupam Kumar
| of Cassim house in the A-team category and by Cdt. Amir Khan of Cassim
 house again in the B-team category.
- Thehouse standlngs were as follows:
1%~ Cassim

2"~ Master

3"~ Morarjee
4" - Mudahar

st

Hiten Pdrmdr’*’ .

ug of war, the power pulling game, was held as excitingly as in
previous years. It was an Inter-House Competition between the
four houses of TMI. Intramural Extramural Sports Committee
(IESC) was the organiser of the event.

The event was enjoyed for three days with a total of eleven rounds
evenly distributed with two teams representing each house. The
grand total of a house was the sum of the points gained by their two
teams. The event was held in the football field. The HCC's and
cadets of respective houses fully supported their respective teams
by cheering them on. There was a tie between pair of two houses, 1.
Mudaliar and Master, 2. Cassim and Morarjee. ‘ '
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This created confusion among the cadets as to the standing of the four houses. Ultimately, when the results were

announced, Mudaliar was announced first, Master was second, Morarjee third and Cassim was fourth. =
The standings were as follows: , ' e - 5 '
TeamA: . Team B: ;

Mudaliar =~ 12pts. , Master . 10pts.
Morarjee 08pts. ' Cassim 06 pts.

Cassim 05pts. - Morarjee 03 pts.

Master 03 pts. .0 Master 01 pts.

Inter-house C‘frOSS-Country 2014

- Arshad Ansari

The Inter-house Cross-Country Competition, 2011 Was held on Sunday the 13"
November, 2011. Around 600 runners from all four houses participated in this
event. : ’

The event cbmprised of a.6km run, in and around the TMI campus. It tested the
runner's skilland endurance as the route isuneven, rockyand full of slopes.

' The race was flagged off by Capt. Razdan at 0630hrs. The time limit for all %le
| participants was 30 minutes, while thatfor female participants was 40 minutes.

{ Each runner had a look of steely determination on his or her face and a will to
| complete the race within the time limit.- ‘ : ! ‘ '

Cadets from all foﬁr houses gaive their best, and s’portsnién spirit was at an all
| time high with runners from urging on racers from other houses. Even the
faculty members Capt. Iyer and Mr. Shishir Dutt took partin the run and finished

the route within the time limit.

Cdt. Sharath Krishna of Master House came firstin the men

House stood firstin the women's category.

The overall house positions wereas follows:

~ 1"place-Morarjee House "
2" place - Master House ,

3" place - MudaliarHouse - L ,‘ P ge

- 4" place - Cassim House L e ’ , s : ; hr

's category and Cadt. Namrata Choudhary of Morarjee

The standingin the men's category and their timing were as follows:
1. Sharath Krishna - Master House - 20 minsand 34seconds
2. Meghraj Singh - Cassim House - 20 mins and 52seconds

3 Anshuman Sharma- Morarjee House - 20 mins and 55 seconds

Inter Hou;se Table Tennis /Champ‘ionshipri

Syed Ameer Humza ‘ ‘ , i
“On the evening of 23" September, the club house of TMI turned into a battle ground as paddlers from all the houses

fook out their blades and stepped in for the fight. Determination, grit and the fire in their eyes was visible as a calm
shrouded the club, the type usually seen before a storm.. _E .
The matches kick started with mudaliar house locking horns with morarjee in the 1" semifinal. Mudaliar quickly
proved their supremacy and drew 1" blood; while cassim emerged as the victors against Master in the second

semifinal. y
The final showdown was between Mudaliar and Cassim where both the houses displayed talent of the same degree. In

the midst of powerful smashes and skillful returns, Mudaliar finally turned out to be the champions by a narrow

margin.
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The winners were flying high as the presentatron ceremony started to reward the best players The ones awarded were:
1)Best Player(single)- Chetan Rishi (Mudaliar) :

2)Best Player(single- girl) — Aditi Khilnani (Mudaliar)

3) Best Player (doubles) - Karn Kapoor and Shaswat Shivam (Cassim)
The overall house positions were:
1) Mudaliar
2) Cassim
3) Master
4) Morarjee

Ship Visit

Nitish Kr. Singh

been taught in theory is made available practrcally In lieu of this, a
ship visit was organized for the cadets of Nautical, IlIrd year, on 6"
December, 2011 to NPT (Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust), Mumbai. The
faculty members who had accompanied the cadets on this trip were Capt.
Sathaye, Capt. Hirkane and Capt. Uday Gokhalay.

I earning is much more fruitful if a chance to experience what hasy

a Though initially planned only as a port visit, the current security level 2
prevents outsiders to board any ship in berth, the cadets were fortunate
enough to board a general cargo ship named M. V. Rainbow Fairy due to
the cooperation extended by its crew. The ship was unloading its cargo, and
its crew members, who were primarily from Philippines, happily showed
the cadets around the ship. On the bridge the cadets got to see all the
equipment including GMDSS, Radar, Magnetic Compass, Gyro Compass.

Back on the docks, the cadets saw the massive shore gantry cranes, a container vessel which was carrying out its mooring
operations, an OSV (Offshore Supply Vessel), Pilot boats and Tug boats in operation.

On the whole, the cadets agreed that it was a great learning experience for them and a day well-spent.

Astro Club News

Nitish Kr. Singh
5sqt: Total Lunar Eclipse on 10" December, 2011
enue: Terrace, Annex Building

Going by its active participation in Astronomical events, the Astro Club of TMI
would hardly miss the Total Lunar Eclipse that took place on 10" December, 2011.

The session was conducted under the able guidance of Capt. V. B. Sathaye. A
perfectly clear December sky from 1815hrs to 2145hrs provided a delightful
sighting of the Eclipse. The event was attended by over 200 people including
cadets, faculty members and their families. ;

The Lunar Ecpilse reached its apex at 2001hrs and a 10-inch Reflector Telescope
provided a spectacular view. Along with the Eclipse, other heavenly bodies such as
Jupiter, its four Gallilean moons — Orion, Cassiopeia, Pegasus and Pisces, and the
Andromeda Galaxy were also sighted.
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Ship brokers are the mlddie men between ship owners and charterers or buyers and sellers of ships. T hey deal with
sale and purchase, which requires them to keep up thh the market trends, advice the buyers and sellers financially,
report on sales etc. Further on one can specialise the sale of ships for scrapping, tanker broking, dry cargo broking
and so on. As a junior one must be very flexible about his/her job description because all training and expenenca is
_ gained on the job itself, since no specific qualifications are required to enter this business. -
—However; there-are shipping business-degree courses run by several British- %mers:ﬁ%@b@ng%h@ hqu -
~ the industry) eg. Cardiff Business School, Southampten Institute, Institute of Chartered Ship Brokers, to name a few.
- Amongst these the Institute of Chartered Ship Brokers, is the only iﬂtemaﬁonally recogmsed prof ssional body that
: 'represents ship brokers hlgmanagers and agents throughout the world. It also sets educatios ] ,dards and its fel-
1 rnatter of great pride. Now, it is not imperative to be a member of the ICS to start off but being a part of
al body nges you an edge in your career. Also companies rarely advice for entrant positions in to fhe‘
' mdustry, aithbugh some of the Earger tfirms do recruit trainees. So another advantage of bemg a member of the IC., LS
ﬁ“”"“thafrﬁe? tave their own part mmchmﬁﬁ casrcrﬁtﬁ get a;o-b ; :
' To become a member there are held certain quahficatmn exams, 7 in number. One can be % mm.
eligible for some exemptions depending on prior qualifications and industry experience. _
Keeping in mind the difficulty level of these exams it would be advisable to first have a post.
graduate degree in say, Ioglstlcs One institute offermg this is the Narottam Morarjee Institute
in India. ~ St
~ Slowly you go on building up contacts and <:11mbmg up the ‘1adder Therefore it is importan
- ,for any asplran’e to ba able to mteract with people fram a vanety Gf backgrounds with ease.
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